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Curriculum Intent: Music

The Curriculum is Broad and Ambitious for All Pupils
At Earley St Peters, music is recognised as a universal language that promotes positivity, self-confidence and creativity. Our music curriculum is designed to engage and inspire pupils, fostering a love of music and developing their talents as musicians. Pupils are provided with opportunities to perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across various historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of renowned composers. They learn to sing, compose and create music individually and collaboratively, gaining a deep understanding of key musical concepts such as pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and notation.

The Planning and Implementation of the Curriculum Supports a Strong Impact on Pupils’ Learning
In Key Stage 1 pupils begin to build a strong foundation in music by using their voices expressively and developing an understanding of key musical dimensions. They explore a range of tuned and untuned instruments and listen to both live and recorded music, which fosters a love of learning and builds their confidence in contributing to group and class compositions.
In Key Stage 2 pupils further develop their musical knowledge and skills, learning to sing in parts and understanding formal staff notation. They have opportunities to compose and perform in solo and group settings, with an emphasis on sharing ideas in a supportive environment. Oracy and vocabulary are prioritised, as pupils are encouraged to discuss musical elements using key terminology. Where appropriate, pupils use technology to record and analyse their work. In Year 4 pupils receive whole-class brass instrument tuition, with opportunities for peripatetic lessons in later years. This progression ensures pupils are well-prepared for studying music at secondary school.
The Impact of the Education Which Pupils Receive is Strong, Including for Disadvantaged Pupils and Pupils with SEND
The music curriculum ensures all pupils, including disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND, develop a love of music and gain confidence in performing, composing and discussing music. By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils can talk critically about music they hear, including their own and their peers’ compositions, using appropriate vocabulary. They develop a clear understanding of musical dimensions and staff notation, which provides them with a strong foundation for further music study at secondary school.

Assessment
Assessment of pupils’ knowledge and understanding is ongoing throughout the year and includes formative feedback through verbal, peer and self-assessment, observations and discussions. Summative assessments are conducted three times a year. Pupils’ progress towards age-related expectations and their attitude to learning music are reported to parents and carers in an annual written report.
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